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Inc r e a s i n g  nu m b e r s  of  st u d e n t s  ha v e  to  see k  em p l o y m e n t  op p o r t u n i t i e s  in  or d e r  to  sup p o r t  
the m s e l v e s ;  the y  ar e  en r o l l e d  ei t h e r  as  ̀ fu l l- tim e `  or  ‘pa r t- tim e’  stu d e n t s ,  at t e n d i n g  cl a s s e s  in  the  
cr a c k s  of  the i r  wo r k i n g ,  com m u n i t y  an d  fam i l y  liv e s .  Th e y  ma y  at t e n d  in  the  da y- tim e ,  af t e r-
ho u r s ,  or  in  bl o c k  pe r i o d s .  Th e y  ar e  jug g l i n g  mu l t i p l e  res p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  hom e ,  wo r k  an d  st u d i e s .  
Hi g h e r  Ed u c a t i o n  Ins t i t u t i o n s  (HEI s) ar e  of t e n  no t  eq u i p p e d  to  sup p o r t  the m  ad e q u a t e l y .  Th e  
pu r p o s e  of  the  co l l o q u i u m  is  to  un d e r s t a n d  the  iss u e s  of  wo r k i n g ,  ‘non- tra d i t i o n a l ’  st u d e n t s  mo r e  
de e p l y  an d  rai s e  qu e s t i o n s  ab o u t  wa y s  in  wh i c h  HE I s ,  bo t h  loc a l l y  an d  int e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  ar e  
res p o n d i n g  to  the i r  ne e d s  in  or d e r  to  pr o m o t e  an d  sup p o r t  lif e l o n g  lea r n e r s .

Si n c e  the  1970 s ,  Li f e l o n g  Le a r n i n g  ha s  be e n  ide n t i f i e d  by  int e r n a t i o n a l  or g a n i z a t i o n s  su c h  as  
UN E S C O ,  OE C D  an d  EU  as  we l l  as  ma n y  co u n t r i e s ,  as  a  new  ap p r o a c h  to  tea c h i n g  an d  
lea r n i n g  in  al l  ed u c a t i o n a l  ins t i t u t i o n s ,  inc l u d i n g  hi g h e r  ed u c a t i o n .  In  So u t h  Af r i c a ,  life l o n g  
lea r n i n g  is  pa r t  of  the  pu r p o s e  of  the  hi g h e r  ed u c a t i o n  sy s t e m .  Th e r e  ha v e  be e n  a  num b e r  of  
ini t i a t i v e s  ove r  the  yea r s  to  at t e m p t  to  gra p p l e  wi t h  wh a t  thi s  me a n s .  At  UW C ,  tog e t h e r  wi t h  
UN E S C O  Ins t i t u t e  for  Ed u c a t i o n ,  a  con f e r e n c e  wa s  he l d  in  2000  wh i c h  iss u e d  The Cape Town 
Statement: Characteristic Elements of a Lifelong Learning HEI. Th i s  wa s  tra n s l a t e d  int o  se v e r a l  
int e r n a t i o n a l  lan g u a g e s  an d  di s t r i b u t e d  wi d e l y .  Th e r e  ha v e  be e n  ma n y  ot h e r  ini t i a t i v e s  ove r  the  
las t  10  ye a r s  at  ins t i t u t i o n a l ,  na t i o n a l  or  int e r n a t i o n a l  lev e l s .

In  ge n e r a l ,  hi g h e r  ed u c a t i o n  ha s  be e n  sl o w  to  ad a p t  its  mi s s i o n ,  str u c t u r e s  an d  un d e r s t a n d i n g s  
of  ‘kno w l e d g e ’  an d  ‘lea r n i n g ’  to  the  dem a n d s  for  a  mo r e  op e n ,  fle x i b l e ,  su p p o r t i v e  sy s t e m .  
(Schu e t z e ,  H.G.  an d  Sl o w e y ,  M.  (Eds) (2000) Higher Education and lifelong learners: 
International Perspectives on Change . Lo n d o n  an d  Ne w  Yo r k :  Ro u t l e d g e- Fa l m e r .)  Th e  sl o w  
pa c e  of  ch a n g e  is  su r p r i s i n g  in  the  ligh t  of  the  so c i o- ec o n o m i c  imp e r a t i v e s ,  an d  the  gr o w i n g  
ac c e p t a n c e  tha t  so c i e t i e s  req u i r e  pe o p l e  wh o  ha v e  acq u i r e d  du r i n g  the i r  for m a t i v e  ye a r s ,  the  
mo t i v a t i o n  an d  the  abi l i t y  for  fur t h e r  lea r n i n g  thr o u g h o u t  the i r  liv e s .  On  the  ot h e r  ha n d ,  a  sy s t e m  
of  life l o n g  lea r n i n g  ca n n o t  be  int r o d u c e d  ov e r n i g h t  as  it  wo u l d  no t  jus t  re q u i r e  far- re a c h i n g  
cha n g e s  to  the  for m a l  ed u c a t i o n  sy s t e m  bu t  al s o  to  the  wa y s  em p l o y m e n t  an d  wo r k p l a c e s  are  
or g a n i z e d  an d  ho w  so c i a l  sy s t e m s  wo r k .

In  ad d i t i o n ,  in  So u t h  Af r i c a  the  pa r a d o x  wh i c h  hi g h e r  ed u c a t i o n  ha s  to  ne g o t i a t e  is  the  on g o i n g  
im p e r a t i v e  for  eq u i t y  an d  re d r e s s  in  the  ligh t  of  co l o n i a l  an d  ap a r t h e i d  hi s t o r y  an d  ne o- libe r a l  
eco n o m i c s ,  pl u s  the  rea l i t y  of  50 %  of  pe o p l e  be i n g  un d e r  25  ye a r s ,  ma n y  of  wh o m  are  no t  in  
ed u c a t i o n ,  tra i n i n g  or  em p l o y m e n t .  Th e r e f o r e ,  the  wa y s  tha t  hi g h e r  ed u c a t i o n  res p o n d s  to  
en a b l e  br i g h t ,  fina n c i a l l y  po o r  pe o p l e  to  gai n  ac c e s s ,  an d  to  su c c e s s f u l l y  com p l e t e  the i r  st u d i e s ,  
wh i l e  the y  lea r n ,  se e k  to  wo r k  an d  wo r k ,  ar e  cr u c i a l l y  imp o r t a n t  iss u e s .   

Th i s  co l l o q u i u m  wi l l  be  in  two  pa r t s  on  1 and  2 September  2011  (peo p l e  ca n  el e c t  to  com e  
to  ei t h e r  or  bo t h  da y s)  an d  wi l l  be  he l d  at  Sc h o o l  of  Pu b l i c  He a l t h  Bu i l d i n g ,  UW C ,  Be l l v i l l e ,  Ca p e  

To w n .  Th e  fi rs t  da y  wi l l  tak e  the  for m  of  an  ex t e n d e d  lun c h  tim e  pu b l i c  lec t u r e  by  Professor  
Maria  Slowey i, au t h o r  of  bo o k s  an d  ar t i c l e s  on  the  sub j e c t ,  fro m  Du b l i n  Ci t y  Un i v e r s i t y ,  
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Ire l a n d ,  wh o  wi l l  si t u a t e  the  iss u e s  in  wi d e r  int e r n a t i o n a l  con t e x t s .  Sh e  wi l l  ad d r e s s  Lifelong  
Learners in Higher Education: International Trends.

Th e  se c o n d  da y  wi l l  fo c u s  on  on e  cri t i c a l  as p e c t  of  the  top i c ,  tha t  is,  Lifelong Learners and 
part-time studies in Higher Education. Th i s  wi l l  inc l u d e  ex p e r i e n c e s  fro m  st u d e n t s ,  

ins t i t u t i o n a l  ca s e  stu d i e s ,  de b a t e s ,  an d  di s c u s s i o n s  bo t h  fro m  So u t h  Af r i c a  an d  fur t h e r  af i e l d .  

Th e  tw o  ca s e  stu d i e s  wi l l  be  of  Ma k e r e r e  Un i v e r s i t y ,  Ug a n d a ,  wh i c h  wi l l  be  led  by  Pr o f  Ge o r g e  

Op e n j u r u ,  De a n  Sc h o o l  of  Di s t a n c e  an d  Li f e l o n g  Le a r n i n g ,  an d  UW C ,  wh i c h  wi l l  be  led  by  Jo s  

Ko e t s i e r ,  DL L .  Th e r e  wi l l  be  res p o n d e n t s  fro m  va r i o u s  se c t o r s ,  inc l u d i n g  Ms  Lyn n e  du  To i t ,  

CE O ,  Ju t a  an d  Co.  Lt d.

Day  1: 
12 h 0 0  –  14 h 3 0 ,  ar r i v e  fo r  a  lig h t  lun c h  an d  ne t w o r k i n g ;  pu b l i c  lec t u r e  an d  di s c u s s i o n  led  
by  Pr o f e s s o r  Ma r i a  Sl o w e y  on  Lifelong Learners in Higher Education: International 
Trends

Day  2:
8h45  –  17 h 0 0 ,  Lifelong Learners and part-time studies, wh i c h  wi l l  be  ex p l o r e d  th r o u g h  
ca s e  st u d i e s ,  st u d e n t s  ex p e r i e n c e s ,  an d  an a l y s i s  of  loc a l/gl o b a l  tre n d s .  It  wi l l  en c o u r a g e  
ac t i v e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n .
 

Venue:  Sc h o o l  of  Pu b l i c  He a l t h  Bu i l d i n g ,  UW C  (follo w  the  sig n s)

Cost:  To t a l  R500  (five  hu n d r e d  ran d).  Th i s  wi l l  inc l u d e  R 1 0 0  for  Da y  1,  R400  for  Da y  2  
an d  wi l l  co v e r  re f r e s h m e n t s  an d  ba c k g r o u n d  re a d i n g .

Please  respond  to Tania  Oppel,  Division  for Lifelong  Learning,  UWC,  
toppel@uwc.ac.za  or phone  021-9593339  to inform  about  your  interest  
in the  whole  colloquium  or Day  1 or Day  2.

Once we hear from you, we will communicate further details, and send readings ahead  
of time.
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i Pr o f e s s o r  Ma r i a  Sl o w e y  is  Pr o f e s s o r  an d  Di r e c t o r  of  Hi g h e r  Ed u c a t i o n  Re s e a r c h  an d  De v e l o p m e n t  at  Du b l i n  

Ci t y  Un i v e r s i t y  wh e r e ,  fro m  2004  to  2009,  sh e  wa s  al s o  Vi c e- Pr e s i d e n t  fo r  Le a r n i n g  Inn o v a t i o n .  Sh e  wa s  

pr e v i o u s l y  Pr o f e s s o r  an d  Di r e c t o r  of  Ad u l t  an d  Co n t i n u i n g  Ed u c a t i o n  an d  Vic e- De a n  of  Re s e a r c h  at  th e  

Un i v e r s i t y  of  Gl a s g o w .  Sh e  ha s  en g a g e d  ex t e n s i v e l y  wi t h  na t i o n a l  an d  int e r n a t i o n a l  po l i c y  an a l y s i s  an d  

de v e l o p m e n t  in  the  fie l d s  of  ad u l t  an d  hig h e r  ed u c a t i o n ,  an d  se r v e d  tw i c e  on  the  UK  Re s e a r c h  As s e s s m e n t  

Ex e r c i s e  (RAE) Su b- Pa n e l  fo r  Co n t i n u i n g  Ed u c a t i o n  an d  the  St r a t e g i c  Re s e a r c h  Bo a r d  fo r  th e  Ec o n o m i c  an d  

So c i a l  Re s e a r c h  Co u n c i l  (ESR C).  Sh e  ha s  be e n  a  vis i t i n g  sc h o l a r  at  a  nu m b e r  of  un i v e r s i t i e s  inc l u d i n g ,  mo s t  

re c e n t l y ,  Me l b o u r n e ,  St a n f o r d  an d  Ca m b r i d g e .  In  2009  sh e  wa s  co n f e r r e d  wi t h  the  aw a r d  of  Ac a d e m i c i a n  of  th e  

Br i t i s h  Ac a d e m y  of  So c i a l  Sc i e n c e s .  Sh e  is  co- ed i t o r  wi t h  Ha n  Sc h u e t z e  (Eds) (2000) Higher Education and 
lifelong learners: International Perspectives on Change . Lo n d o n  an d  Ne w  Yo r k :  Ro u t l e d g e- Fa l m e r .  Th e y  ar e  

cu r r e n t l y  pr e p a r i n g  a  ne w  bo o k  on  the  sa m e  su b j e c t .


