
 

 
GradStar 2019 
Yolanda Bam 

Making Room For Many Dreams 
 

Yolanda Bam is a student of life. A mother with an International Diploma in Skincare 
Therapy and an Honours degree in Law, she’s been a spa oner, a keynote speaker and 
life coach – and has been recognized (again) as one of the GradStar Top 100 students. 
 

 
 

As a young girl growing up in rural Mthata, Yolanda Bam told her parents she wanted to 
have a skincare clinic and hair salon, and also to study law. Amazingly, she’s achieved 
both goals – and has earned a spot on the GradStar Top 100 Students list – again. 
  
“I think I was inspired while watching documentaries on the history of South Africa, and 
movies like Sarafina, to learn to defend people’s rights,” she says. “But at the same time I 
had - and still have - a multifaceted approach. There’s room for more than one dream in 
life.” 
 
 I always dreamt of how I could defend people’s rights. 
  
Bam had already had some interesting experiences before she enrolled for the LLB 
degree at the University of the Western Cape (UWC) in 2015 to pursue her dream of 
becoming a lawyer. She’d gotten married, had a daughter, earned an international 
Diploma in Skincare and Beauty Therapy (CIDESCO) from Total Concept Academy, spent 
years building a successful spa and hair salon. So when she started studying, she did it 
the only way she knew how: whole-heartedly. 
  
“I think because I'm older and more responsible, I am more focused and I can do more. 
And since I put so much effort into building my beauty business before I enrolled for the 
law degree, I know I can put just as much into my studies.” 
  
At UWC, she’s been an active member of the UWC Moot Society, developing her legal 
skills with mock trials and debates. And she helped establish a public speaking co-
curricular activity – the True Leaders Forum – to help her fellow students overcome 
their confidence issues and learn to express themselves. 
 



 

“Many students aren’t used to an effective way of bringing people out of the shadows; a 
safe space for students to develop,” she notes, “and we can already see the results.” 
 
Now, as a DST-NRF scholar completing a Master’s degree in Law, specialising in 
Multilevel Governance and Food security, she keeps that up as a sought-after keynote 
speaker, YouTuber and spiritual life coach for young women who seek to discover their 
life purpose and thrive. 
 
“My mother, like me, was married and a mother during her studies. I’m inspired by the 
stories of women who have made a success of their lives when the odds were against 
them. I want to be one of them - but I also want to help other women achieve their 
dreams as well.” 
  
Her own dreams aren’t small.  
 
“I’m hoping to be one of the honourable Justices at the Constitutional Court, and help 
fight for the liberation of women, and for women’s rights - and against injustice in 
society. This really is one of my biggest dreams ever.”  
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