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Niche Areas

Multilevel Governance (MLG)

The Law Faculty has identified established and emerging 
niche areas or fields of excellence in the Faculty, which in 
general comply with the following requirements:

� it is an area of research strength (national and international publications) making the  
    Faculty a research leader in that area, nationally and internationally;

�  the research area of excellence must be aligned to the local and global context

� there must be a critical mass of researchers in the field who have recognition nationally  
    and internationally;

� the field of excellence must distinguish the Faculty from other faculties in the country   
    and the region; 

� there must be undergraduate teaching in the area, aligned with cutting-edge       
    postgraduate programmes; 

� partnerships and networks with national and international researchers and institutions  
    or centres must exist

This niche area focuses on the di�erent levels of government (1) local/municipal/traditional, (2) provincial/federal 
member state, (3) national, and (4) transnational/international or global. The possible tensions within and between 
these levels of government, but also the possibilities of cooperation, are investigated on a practical level in an e�ort 
to solve social problems. On a theoretical level the focus area investigates inter alia whether politics, democracy and 
constitutions are possible on these di�erent levels of government, that is, it raises questions about the nature of the 
political, of the demos, and of the constitution in the 21st Century. 

Participants in this niche area include the SARChI Chair in Multilevel Government, Law and Policy at the Dullah Omar 
Institute, as well as members of the Department of Public Law and Jurisprudence.

Kitty Malherbe in the Department of Mercantile and Labour Law was appointed on 23 April as a member on an 
advisory committee of the South African Law Reform Commission. The appointment is in relation to Project 145: An 
investigation into a model to enforce decisions of MINMEC for social development. The question it needs to answer 
is whether provinces can, in view of the constitutional structure envisaged by the constitution, be compelled by 
means of a statutory enforcement mechanism, to implement national policy decisions.
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Children’s rights and family law in African context 

This niche area builds on ground-breaking shifts that have taken place in law and policy consequent upon the 
ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 30 years ago. That children’s rights has also infused our 
conceptualisation of families and family law has been widely demonstrated, as it continues to do. The 
implementation of children’s rights in African context has broad implications for enforcement at regional and 
domestic level, including through complaints mechanisms, domestic law reform, the ongoing development of 
customary family law, and constitutional litigation. These all form the backdrop to the various research endeavours, 
post graduate supervision and other initiatives of the research group.

Julia Sloth-Nielsen hosted a conference with 150 people from 56 countries on "the Implementation of the Hague 
Children's Conventions in Africa from 2-3 April 2019. This was preceded by judicial training for 27 Judges from 
various provincial and local divisions on the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of international child abduction, 
chaired by SCA Judge Connie Mocumie (on 1 April). It was followed by the 22nd annual child and family law 
conference (co-hosted by Miller du Toit Cloete Inc.) from 4-5 April.

Delecia Adams from the Department of 
Criminal Justice and Procedure 
participated in a moot court competition 
that was hosted by the Department of 
Child Law of Leiden University and the 
Grotius Centre for International Legal 
Studies. The competition is attended by 
undergraduate students from di�erent 
countries and the participants this year 
came from the Philippines, Netherlands, 
Nigeria, South Africa and England. She 
acted as a Judge President for two 
sessions and assisted in another.

Sifiso Mtyityaba, an LLM student studying International Family  Law at UWC, is the recipient of the first International 
Association of Family Lawyers / University of the Western Cape South African Travel Studentship. He will be 
travelling to Chicago in July 2019 to take up an internship.

Recent publication: Tinashe Chigwata, Jaap de Visser, Lungelwa Kaywood (eds.) 
The Journey to Transform Local Government (Juta, 2019)

This book is the result of close collaboration between SALGA and UWC. It seeks 
to inform and shape policy debates on key issues that a�ect local government. 
The book gives particular attention to various issues at the continuum of local 
government transformation in South Africa. The authors are from academic 
institutions, government institutions, civil society and private consulting firms. 
Some contributions present conceptual and legal research, while others o�er 
the results of quantitative research. Yet others present qualitative research 
findings. The book provides some of the latest research on local government, 
produced by local academics and practitioners and grounded in South Africa’s 
reality.
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Labour Law in the 4th Industrial Revolution (LL 4.0)

This niche area focuses on a question presenting fundamental challenges for labour and social security law 
internationally: the “fourth industrial revolution” (platform work, artificial intelligence, automation, robotification) and 
its impact on the nature, organisation and regulation of work. Given South Africa’s constitutional and transformative 
imperatives, a key issue is how the law can respond to these changes in the context of a developing economy to 
promote growth, equality and the creation of decent work rather than job destruction. The niche area seeks to 
generate research and support interventions towards developing concrete answers.

The niche area, in collaboration with ProductivitySA hosted a Roundtable Discussion on "Digital technology, 
productivity and the creation of decent work" on 23 May 2019. The keynote speaker was Mthunzi Mdwaba, from the 
ILO Global Commission on the Future of Work.

The niche area is in the process of developing an interactive online platform, in association with the 
Arbeidsmarktresearch institute at the University of Amsterdam (“AMR”), that will o�er the user access to high-quality 
legal information on labour law questions, tailored to the circumstances of her/his specific case. The platform can 
serve to promote clinical training for law students. Training took place on 18 April, and 23-26 April 2019.

The niche area is engaged in research involving the regulation of digital platform work and the establishment of 
“platform collectives” (i.e., worker-owned digital platforms for the provision of services as a means of creating jobs 
and decent working conditions). The programme can serve to assist workers who are seeking to establish 
cooperatives in general and platform cooperatives in particular.

The Social Law Project was invited by the SA Sociological Association (SASA), and agreed to be the Convenor for 
the Political Sociology and Law working group for the Annual Conference in July 2019, at UNISA.

Global Environmental Law (GEL)

Global environmental degradation in the Anthropocene is a pressing issue that 
requires an innovative and radical legal response. It is in this context that global 
environmental law has emerged as the set of legal principles developed by 
national, international, and transnational environmental regulatory systems to 
protect the environment and manage natural resources. Global environmental law 
is an area of current research strength within the Faculty of Law and aims to facilitate 
scholarship that responds to the increasingly global ecological crisis from a 
perspective of ecological justice.

The niche area hosted the inaugural lecture of the Environmental Law Interest 
Group on 5 April 2019. Prof B Richardson (University of Tasmania) presented a paper 
on ‘The Art of Environmental Law: How can Aesthetics improve our Environmental 
Decisions?’ 

The niche area is hosting Vincent Bellinkx (University of Antwerp) during his 
doctoral studies. He did a presentation titled "The role of public participation as 
normative influencer in the South African energy transition: looking at the law from 
below" on 16 May.

The niche area was successful in its application for an nGAP post. The post is 
currently being advertised.

Publication: Scholtz, W. (ed.) Animal Welfare and International Environmental Law: 
From Conservation to Compassion (Edgar Elgar, May 2019)
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Global Environmental Law (GEL) continued

At a time when the planet’s wildlife faces countless dangers, international environmental law continues to overlook 
its evolving welfare interests. This thought-provoking book provides a crucial exploration of how international 
environmental law must adapt to take account of the growing recognition of the intrinsic value of wildlife. Animal 
Welfare and International Environmental Law o�ers compelling and timely arguments in favour of wildlife’s inherent 
worth and proposes a progressive development of the law in response to its needs and interests. Taking into 
account recent trends in bioethics and conservation, these critical discussions of wildlife welfare have dramatic 
implications for the future of sustainable development and sustainable use. The book challenges assumptions by 
taking a perspective which decentres the needs of humans and instead emphasises the growing need to protect 
wildlife with compassion and care.

The Law of Economic Crime

This niche area was developed in response to the contemporary socio-economic and political landscape as well as 
growing academic interest, both nationally and internationally, in the law relating to economic crime. Teaching in the 
area is focused on the LLM modules in Anti-Corruption Law and Anti-Money-Laundering Law. The Journal of 
Anti-Corruption Law (JACL) – a peer-reviewed, open-access, online journal - has since 2017 been published under 
the auspices of the niche area. The niche area is housed in the Department of Criminal Justice and Procedure.

Dullah Omar Institute (DOI)

On Friday 25 April, the SARChI Chair in Multilevel Government, Law and Policy and the UWC Department of Political 
Studies hosted an International Conference on the National and Provincial Elections.  Speakers at this conference 
included Professor Henk Kummeling, the Rector Magnificus, Utrecht University, and Ebrahim Fakir,  Director of 
Programmes at Auwal Socio-Economic Research Institute (ASRI). 

The WDI released research on 4 political parties which contested the May general elections.   ‘Election manifesto 
reports: Parties speak GBV but don’t talk to womxn’s full freedoms’. The research is based on a feminist analysis of 
party manifestos and shows that none of the top three political parties’ manifestos will make a real di�erence in lived 
reality.

On 10 April 2019, the Dullah Omar Institute hosted a conversation session with Prof Christof Heyns and 
postgraduate law students. Prof Heyns discussed the application of General Comment No. 37 on article 21 of the 
ICCPR (the right to peaceful assembly) within the South African context, weighing the realisation of the right and the 
risks involved therein.

The Institute released new research to help fix the failure in SOE governance law. This is going to be a series of 
research reports to be released throughout the year. This research, which was done with Riekie Wandrag, focuses 
on two key flaws in the appointment and dismissal of State-Owned Enterprise (SOE) board members, namely, the 
procedural issues and the substantive criteria that are used for appointment of Board Members.

A new book titled: The Journey to Transform Local Government, edited by Tinashe Chigwata, Jaap de Visser, and 
Lungelwa Kaywood was launched in Durban on March 11, 2019 (see above).The book is a collaboration between the 
Institute and the South African Local Government Association and unpacks the challenges and opportunities for 
municipalities in South Africa as they journey towards delivering on the promise of developmental local 
government. 

On the 2nd of April 2019 the Socio-Economic Rights Project hosted a roundtable discussion that provided an 
opportunity for social justice activists, advocates, academics, community-based organisations, non-governmental 
organisations, policy makers and stakeholders to enter into a meaningful engagement centred on elections and 
service delivery.
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Community outreach

Department of Private Law

Francois du Toit was invited to do a presentation on the removal of trustees from o�ce by the High Court and the 
Master of the High Court at a PSG Wealth Conference for fiduciary practitioners held at Erinvale Estate on 28 March.

Law Clinic/Street Law

Term 2 marked the start of all activities in Street Law. Term 1 was primarily used to sort out all administrative tasks 
and prepare volunteers for the practical work which they would be doing. The following venues were visited: 
 

On Friday 29 March 2019, in collaboration with the Embassy of Argentina and the Department of Arts and Culture 
of South Africa, the DOI hosted a seminar titled: Human rights in South Africa and Argentina – The experience of 
the Robben island Prison and the ESMA Memory Site. 

The Socio-Economic Rights Project hosted a regional workshop to develop strategies to ensure the visibility and 
active participation of civil society groups from Africa during the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) in New York, in 
July 2019. This workshop took place from 27-29 March in Johannesburg.

ACSL released its third Public Finance Watch on March 27, 2019. The Research Brief shows that Municipalities owe 
R9 billion to Water Boards for bulk water services, amounting to 46% of total revenue of Water Boards.

On March 15, 2019, Mr Johann Mettler, the City Manager of Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality, currently 
fighting his suspension by the City Council, was in dialogue with Jaap de Visser and with students of the Master’s 
in Multilevel Government. 

From 11 March 2019, the Women and Democracy Initiative hosted a three day ‘Putting the People in People’s 
Parliament’ budget training at UWC. At this training the parliamentary monitors were furnished with the tools and 
tactics for monitoring legislatures. The training also covered provincial oversight cycles, legislatures, committees 
and their mandates. 

From 10-12 March the South African Local Government Association (SALGA) in partnership with the DOI hosted the 
2nd Annual Research Colloquium at the Moses Mabhida Stadium in KwaZulu-Natal. The theme was “Addressing 
Inequality through Inclusive, Sustainable & Viable Local Governments”. The Research Colloquium brought together 
municipalities, academia, local government experts and key stakeholders in local government. It created a platform 
to explore, debate, and share ideas on practical, policy and evidence-based solutions to some of the stubborn 
challenges facing South African local government.

On 19 February the SARChI Chair in Multilevel Government, Law and Policy hosted a seminar with Prof Theunis Roux 
(University of New South Wales) to discuss his recently published book, The Politico-Legal Dynamics of Judicial 
Review: a Comparative Analysis.

On 15 February, ACSL hosted a seminar ‘Quo Vadis Law and Government in the Digital Society?’ The seminar was 
a first, modest step towards building an intra-faculty, inter-generational, interdisciplinary dialogue on the impact of 
AI on the institutions of law and government in the digital age.  

The Socio-Economic Rights project hosted a Community Engagement Workshop on 6 and 7 February 2019. The 
workshop o�ered a platform for various community leaders and community activists with di�erent backgrounds to 
discuss, network and share their knowledge on human rights and social justice in South Africa. 

On 5 February the SARChI Chair in Multilevel Government, Law and Policy hosted a Policy Dialogue with Dr Enid 
Slack (Director of the Institute on Municipal Finance and Governance (IMFG) at the Munk School of Global A�airs 
and Public Policy at the University of Toronto) on the topic ‘Paying for municipal services and infrastructure in 
metropolitan areas’. 
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EBEN DONGES HIGH SCHOOL

Street Law was asked to present lesson plans to the 
grade 11 classes on the topics of Statutory Rape and 
Democracy and Human Rights. The lesson plan of 
Statutory rape was covered on 8 April and the group 
spoke to four classes of thirty learners. 

The second lesson plan is to be delivered on 6 May 
and the topic is that of Democracy and Human Rights. 

SAARTJIE BAARTMAN CENTRE FOR WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN

Street law has had a relationship with Saartjie 
Baartman in the past, but it has never been as 
constant as this year. Some of the topics which are 
covered with the women are abuse, rape, protection 
orders and maintenance. 

BUSH RADIO

Street Law recently partnered up with Bush Radio to 
release an on-air 12 segment show in which topics are 
covered which are relevant to the audience that listens 
to the station. Street law is still in the planning process of 
this project and the program is set to begin as early as 
July. Meeting with the Station Manager and the Project 
Director of Bush Radio was eye opening. It made the 
group aware of the many people who continue to have 
access to information regarding legal issues. 

VREDELUS YOUTH AND CARE CENTRE 

Having worked with the girls of Huis Vredelus last year, 
the group had an idea of what to expect. The goal is not 
only to educate the girls about the law, but also to 
prepare them for when they are released from the 
facility. The group focuses on topics such as rape, 
abuse, addiction and gangsterism. 

BONNYTOUN YOUTH AND CARE CENTRE

Street Law in this term interacted with the youth of 
Bonnytoun for the first time. Bonnytoun is a juvenile 
detention facility for boys. 
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EASTER DRIVE

Street Law has always held an Easter Drive in which Easter eggs are collected for various schools and children’s 
homes. This year the support was overwhelming. Over 1000 Easter eggs were collected and distributed to over 400 
children. The homes which benefitted are:

SOCIAL MEDIA

The instagram profile of Street law has grown exponentially. Appointing 
Heinz Hartzenberg as Secretary has resulted in SL’s social media being 
extremely well managed. Street law has managed to double the 
number of followers and also tripled the number of likes and feedback 
received on posts. This is crucial for Street Law as it raises awareness of 
who Street Law is and what they do.

Various teams of Street Law volunteers 
went to these di�erent homes and spent 
time with the children receiving these 
eggs. They held soccer tournaments, 
competitions and played various games 
with these kids.
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1. Holy Cross Orphanage – 97 children
2. Cravenby Care Centre – 25 children
3. Nehemia Safe House – 12 children
4. Rainbow of Hope – 14 children
5. Cool Kidz – 6 children
6. Toni’s Home – 6 children
7. Bread4Life -  6 children
8. Saartjie Baartman Women & Children’s home – 55 children
9. St Francis Children’s Home – 40 children
10. Home of Hope – 14 children
11. Miracle Kidz – 19 children
12. Peterbridge College – 90 children


