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Numeric Teaching Academy 

 

In a completely rational society, the best of us would be teachers  

and the rest of us would settle for something else.  (Lee Iacocca) 

 

The Numeric Teaching Academy (NTA) provides opportunities for university graduates to train to become 

maths teachers.  More specifically, the Academy provides an intensive, year-long training program during 

which candidates complete their post-graduate certification in education (PGCE) and participate in content, 

practical and classroom management training.  The Academy provides funding for tuition, textbooks and a 

laptop, and also places candidates into part-time, paid teaching internships for the duration of their 

qualification. 

 

Candidates who are accepted into the Academy’s program are referred to as Teaching Fellows.  Teaching 

Fellows spend approximately one third of their time on their PGCE studies, one third in Academy specific 

training sessions, and one third of their time teaching in the Academy’s afterschool maths programs.  We 

believe this provides the ideal mix of practice and theory required to produce great teachers. 

 

A core part of the Teaching Fellowship is the internship at one of the Academy’s afterschool programs.  

These are typically located in lower-income or township areas surrounding Cape Town.  While we are in 

the business of training Maths teachers, we believe that our Teaching Fellows can make a large and 

meaningful contribution to the education of children in disadvantaged communities during their training.  We 

believe equality in society begins with equality in education.  As such these afterschool programs provide 

a valuable opportunity for the Academy and its Teaching Fellows to make a lasting contribution to these 

children and their communities.  

 

Candidates interested in joining the Numeric Teaching Academy should complete the online application 

(see www.numeric.org) on or before Wednesday, 19 August, 2015 for Fellowships commencing in January 

2016.  
 

Key Information 

 

Duration 
 

This is a one year, full-time, PGCE program that runs for the duration of 2016. 

 

Pre-requisites 
 

There are three basic requirements for applying to the Teaching Academy: 

 

1.  You must have completed or be in your final year of completing a bachelor's degree or 3 year diploma. 

2.  You must have completed Maths at first year level. 

3.  You must have completed one other subject at least at second year level. 

 

We are looking for people who are passionate about mathematics and who express a genuine motivation 

for wanting to enter the teaching profession.  While having a strong Maths background is beneficial, we 

view the desire to teach and to work with kids as equally, if not more, important when assessing an 

applicant’s candidacy.   

 

 

http://www.numeric.org/
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Funding 
 

The Academy covers the full cost of tuition, textbooks and a laptop.  Additionally, all Teaching Fellows are 

placed into the Academy’s afterschool programs where they will coach (and earn) for the duration of their 

qualification.  

 

Teaching Internships 

 

All Teaching Fellows are placed into paid teaching internships in one of Numeric's partner schools.  These 

are located in Mitchells Plain, Khayelitsha and Mfuleni, and Fellows conduct between 3 - 8 hours of class-

time each week.  While our partner schools are located in lower-income areas, Numeric spends 

considerable effort in recruiting them and aims to identify school leadership and management teams who 

share our vision and who can provide our Teaching Fellows with the support and infrastructure they require 

to create high impact learning environments.  The Academy's team of program managers provides 

additional mentorship and support to Teaching Fellows throughout their internships.   

 

Application Deadline 
 

The Numeric application season runs from June through August each year.  Candidates should complete 

the online application on our website (www.numeric.org) and upload the relevant documents by 

Wednesday, 19 August 2015.  Shortlisted candidates will be invited for interviews in September and 

Fellowships awarded shortly thereafter. 

 

Locations 

 

The Numeric Teaching Academy is located in Observatory, Cape Town, near a range of easily accessible 

transport hubs.  All training takes place at the Academy, while the part-time teaching internships are located 

at Numeric partner schools located in Khayelitsha, Mitchells Plain and Mfuleni. 

 

Contact 

 

Please submit all queries to teach@numeric.org.  We target a 24-hour turn-around on queries but request 

your patience during application season as we experience a higher than usual number of queries during 

this time. 

 

Qualification and Community 
 

PGCE Qualification 

 

Numeric has partnered with UNISA for the awarding of SACE recognized PGCE’s.  As such, Teaching 

Fellows will follow the UNISA PGCE academic curriculum, while conducting practical training and 

internships with Numeric.  Upon completion of the Teaching Fellowship, and conditional upon completion 

of all UNISA requirements, Teaching Fellows are awarded their post-graduate certificate in education 

(PGCE).  This allows them to register with the South African Council of Educators (SACE) and apply for 

full-time teaching positions in public and private schools.   
 

Numeric provides additional instruction, ongoing curricular support and practical teaching experience to 

ensure candidates are fully equipped as teachers in the classroom.  All candidates who successfully 

complete the program also receive Numeric certification, which recognises their practical experience and 

mastery over key content knowledge, and which provides them with a valuable reference when applying 

for jobs.  

http://www.numeric.org/
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Community 

 

Successful applicants join a vibrant community of like-minded people who are passionate about Maths 

education.  We are a dedicated group of people who believe deeply in our ability to shape and change 

society through Maths education.  The friendships that Teaching Fellows make during their year at the 

Academy will endure long after the formal qualification is complete, and will provide them with a valuable 

network of friends and associates throughout their teaching careers.  

 

Numeric Program 

 

Successful candidates will be notified of their acceptance into the program in mid-September.  Teaching 

Fellowships are awarded conditional upon candidates’ acceptance into UNISA, though the NTA will assist 

all candidates with this process.  All Teaching Fellows attend a two-week boot camp in early December 

during which they cover the content, pedagogy and classroom management skills they require to complete 

their teaching internships the following year.  They also meet their fellow candidates who provide a valuable 

support network to them during the qualification process. 

 

Teaching Fellows split their time into three separate activities each week: 

 

1. PGCE studies (12 hours per week):  Teaching Fellows follow the UNISA PGCE curriculum and are 

expected to submit assignments and portfolios in accordance with standard UNISA timelines. 

2. Teaching Academy training (12 hours per week):  In addition to their PGCE studies, Teaching 

Fellows participate in hands-on practical training.  These small group training and whiteboard 

sessions form one of the most valuable components of our training process, and also one of the 

most fun! 

3. Teaching Internships (12 hours per week):  Following training in December, Fellows are placed into 

one of the Academy’s after-school programs located in Mitchells Plain, Khayelitsha and Mfuleni.  

Here they are assigned a group of 25 learners with whom they will work throughout the year.  This 

allows them to establish and test both pedagogy and classroom management strategies covered 

in their PGCE and Academy studies.   

 

We believe the mix above provides candidates with an intensive, yet well-rounded introduction to teaching 

mathematics.  Perhaps as important as the curricular aspects of the program is the network of peers and 

friendships established between Teaching Fellows.  A good teacher never stops improving, and the 

community of practice formed between Teaching Fellows provides a life-long source of inspiration and 

support.     

 

Further Reading 

 

For more information about Numeric, visit our website (www.numeric.org) or for a live-feed of Numeric 

activities and opportunities, check out our Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/numeric.org). 
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